
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July Newsletter 2015 
 
President’s Letter  
Dear Friends and Colleagues, 
 “If one has all the answers to all the questions – that is 
the proof that God is not with him. It means that he is a 
false prophet using religion for him. The great leaders 
of the people of God, like Moses, have always left 
doubt. You must leave room for the Lord, not for our 
certainties; we must be humble.”                                           
     Pope Francis 
 
During the time spent with my chaplaincy colleagues in 
Rome we made a Pilgrimage to Assisi where the 
Eucharistic Celebration was presided over by the 
Bishop of Assisi, His Excellency. Mons. Domenico 
Sorrentino. During his address he spoke about wisdom 
and therefore I would like us to consider the wisdom in 
which we come in contact in our conversations with 
people we meet. We might not think that we are 
theologians but in fact we are, theology is something 
that we do all the time without even thinking about it. In 
the course of these conversations we listen to and 
pass on words of wisdom.  
 
Wisdom can be described as the ability to think using 
knowledge, experience, understanding, common 
sense, and insight. It has been regarded as one of the 
four cardinal virtues; and as a virtue, it is a habit or 
disposition to perform the action to the highest degree 
adequacy under the given circumstance. As chaplains 
this implies a possession of knowledge, an 
understanding of people, objects, events situations and 
the willingness as well as the ability to apply 
perception, judgement and action in keeping with the 
understanding of what may be the optimal course to 
take. 
 
All faiths have specific teachings about wisdom: 
In the Hebrew Bible the word wisdom is mentioned 222 
times and was regarded as one of the highest virtues 
of the Israelites along with kindness and justice.  
In Islam, wisdom is deemed as one of the greatest gifts 
humankind can enjoy.  
The Quran states: “He gives wisdom to whom he wills, 
and whoever has been given wisdom has certainly 
been given much good. And none will remember 
except those of understanding”   
Wisdom in Hinduism is considered a state of mind and 
soul where a person achieves liberation. 
Buddhist scriptures teach that a wise person is 
endowed with good bodily conduct, good verbal 
conduct, and good mental conduct.  

In Christian theology, “Wisdom” describes an aspect of 
God, or the theological concept regarding the wisdom 
of God.  
 
The highlight of my time with my colleagues in Rome 
was the audience with Pope Francis, a man of wisdom 
who is respected and understood across the faiths and 
who has said the following about wisdom to which we 
all can relate. 

1. The first gift of the Holy Spirit, according to the 
traditional list, is wisdom. It is not merely human 
wisdom, no, the fruit of knowledge and experience. In 
the Bible we are told that, at the time of his coronation 
as king of Israel, God asked Solomon what gift he 
wanted to receive. Solomon did not ask for wealth, 
success, fame, or a long and happy life, instead he 
asked for "an understanding heart that knows how to 
distinguish good from evil" (1 Kings 3:9).  
 
2. This is wisdom: it is the grace of being able to see 
everything with the eyes of God. It is simply this: 
Seeing the world. situations, conjunctures, problems, 
everything with God's eyes. This is wisdom. Often we 
see things as we want to see them or according to our 
heart, with love, with hate, with envy. No, this is not 
God's eyes. Wisdom is what the Holy Spirit does within 
us so that we can see everything with God's eyes. This 
is the gift of wisdom.  
 
3. Obviously this gift comes from intimacy with God. 
For our intimate relationship with God. From our 
relationship as children with a Father. And the Holy 
Spirit - when we have this relationship - gives us the 
gift of wisdom. When we are in communion with the 
Lord, it is as if the Spirit transfigures our heart and 
helps it to perceive all his warmth and predilection.  
 
4. They know this; they have this wisdom that God 
gives our heart. The heart of the wise man has this 
taste of God. It is so important that our communities 
have Christians such as these! Everything about them 
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speaks of God and becomes a beautiful and vital sign 
of His presence and His love.  
 
May wisdom guide your hearts and minds as you move 
through your airports. 

 
Lewis  

Deacon Lewis Rose 
Aberdeen Airport 
president@iacac.info 
 
IACAC ANNUAL CONFERENCE – NEW YORK 

Make sure you have the date for our annual 
conference in your diary and plan to join us in New 
York on 6th-10th October 2015?  Registrations for the 
Conference are now open and are to be made through 
our website www.iacac.info, The conference program, 
an information sheet and the Post Conference Tour 
itinerary are available on the IACAC website.  
Conference Date:  
6th -10th October 2015 [5 nights] 
Cost :  Single- $US1000 
           Double/Twin Share - $US800 
Post Conference Tour:  
11th - 15th October 2015  [4 nights] 
Cost:  Single- $US1200 
           Double/Twin Share - $US1000 
 
News from the New York Hosting Team   
It is less than 100 days before the New York 
Conference begins. At this point the preparations are 
well underway. There is one BIG CHANGE to the 
existing arrangements:  At this point we are already 
accepting payments for the conference. You can 
choose to do so now, or you can do it later, even as 
late as in person in New York. The big change is that in 
either case you WILL NOT BE CHARGED any bank 
and/or transfer fees. All fees are covered by the Host 
Team, no matter when you will be making your 
payments. Those of you, who have already made 
your deposits will be reimbursed all extra fees attached 
to the deposit amount.  The ID badges are being 
prepared. Those of you, who would like to have your 
picture included on the badge, please email it to 
media@iacac.info.   
 Please send any inquiries you have to our Host 
chaplain Rev Romeo Dabee   
 Email romeodabee@cccny.net  
  
Elections for the new President and Vice President of 
IACAC will take place during the New York Annual 
Business Meeting. Nominations were accepted from 
the following people;  
President – Rev Chester Cook [Atlanta, USA] Rev 
Pierre de Mareuil, CDG Paris, Rev George Lane 
Manchester 
Vice President  - Rev George Lane Manchester,  Rev 
Pierre de Mareuil, CDG Paris, Lord Devraj Singh 
Saberwal, London Heathrow. 
 

The July issue of the IACAC Newsletter will contain 
statements from each of the candidates about their 
vision for the future of IACAC.  
 
Fr. Chris Piasta [JFK, USA] was the only nomination 
received for the position of Media Officer. So, under 
our Constitution,  he is elected unopposed. 
 
NEWS FROM OUR CHAPLAINCIES 
 It is with much grief and despair that we have all heard 
and read of the the horrific acts of violence against our 
fellow world citizens which have been perputrated 
world wide supposedly in the name of religion. Our 
thoughts and prayers are with the families and friends 
of those who have been killed or injured. Particularly, 
please hold in prayer the chaplains in our airports in 
the UK and Europe as they meet with, comfort and 
console returning family members from Tunisia and 
other places of conflict. 
 
Best greetings from Fr. Michel Gaillard Brussels 
Airport.  News that our longtime colleague Patricia 
Forceville retired in May. Patricia was an active 
member of IACAC and we wish her well in her 
retirement. Since May Mr Edwin Delen has been the 
new protestant chaplain in the Airport. He studied 
Greek and Hebrew and is also responsible for a 
commune in Vilvoorde (nearby the Airport). A warm 
welcome to Edwin to the airport and to the IACAC.  Fr 
Michel went on to say,”On Wednesday May 27th we 
had an exceptional breakdown of the Control Tower, 
no electricity. So during more than 5 hours no aircraft 
could move above Belgium. The next day morning, 
Thursday, I found 3 old women aged around 80 (I 
guess ;-)). They were travelling from Cameroun to 
Montreal and arrived in Brussels Airport on 
Wednesday morning but were blocked because of the 
breakdown. At 24pm it was said they could take their 
plane to Montreal. But 2 hours later the plane didn’t 
move because there was no water in the toilets. They 
told me they slept on the floor. I called the doctor for 
because the medicines were in the baggage and I 
gave them food vouchers. They continued their journey 
to Montreal around 3pm. They were very happy to 
meet the Chaplain.”  
 
Welcome also to the Rev Christian Weinkamp who has 
taken over from the Rev Charlotte Osborn at 
Newcastle International Airport in the UK.  
 
The Rev Adrien Neely has joined the team at Atlanta 
International Airport as Executive Director of theAirport 
Interfaith Chapel. WE welcome him to airport 
chaplaincy and to IACAC. 
 
Our friends at Lubumbashi International Airport. DRC 
are looking forward to the opportunity to attend the 
New York Conference and send their greetings to 
everybody. 
 
THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH 
“A little bit of mercy makes the world less cold and 
more just.”  

Pope Francis

 


